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and it now opened heavily upon the flank of the attacking party with round shot and grape, cutting down officers and men with fearful carnage. The charge was ordered, and the men, bringing down their bayonets, rushed straight at the battery, through the storm of grape and musketry, driving the enemy from their guns and for the moment capturing the position and turning the guns upon their late owners. But before the guns could be discharged the Mexicans perceived that they had been dislodged by a mere handful of men, and they returned to the charge, aided by a tremendous fire of musketry from the troops in and on top of the Molino, drove out our soldiers and bayoneted the wounded. It was a frightful ordeal, more sanguinary than even that charge along the causeway at Churubusco. Out of the fourteen officers composing the command of the assaulting force, eleven were shot down by the murderous fire.
It so happened that Lieutenant Hancock was in this engagement in command of his company, although only a second lieutenant, Captain Hoffman having been assigned to the command of the Sixth Infantry battalion ; and with him, also lieutenants, were Sedgwick and Buckner and Rosccrans.
Decimated but not daunted, this gallant command returned to the charge again and again. It was a rough and fearful scramble. One party commenced tearing down the hacienda with no other implements than their muskets; others thrust their bayonets into the crevices of the stone walls and climbed up by them; others fired into apertures or climbed broken shedscation of the Mexican battery had boon changed during tlm nighl *^
